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ascended at the coronation of the Empress Fo-kien in 1306. It is not impossible that something of the nature of an aerial vessel may have been actually employed at that time. This would be the less surprising since the writings of European philosophers of that period foreshadowed the efforts and expressed the longing of men to fly.
A French author fifty years ago was so desirous of crediting the Chinese with the conquest of the air that he described an imaginary aerostat, and convinced a large number of people that the Chinese had solved the problem. Delaville Dedreux relates in a curious book
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Driven by electricity.    The first airship for which success can reasonably be claimed.
published in Paris in 1863 that in the year 1860 he voyaged from Fout-cheou to Nant-chang in this balloon. He states that the Chinese possessed an intimate knowledge of air-currents, by which they were able to choose their aerial paths. A great number of observatories sent up small captive balloons from high towers, and the direction of the wind at various altitudes was reported to the navigator of the air. The intelligence was conveyed all over the Empire by an elaborate system of signalling. Above the clouds the Chinese aeronauts kept their bearings by means of a compass. The sausage-shaped vessel was kept even with the current of air by a retarding influence at the stern, acting as a drag, this being simply a screw operated by manual labour. It is to be remembered that in those days the Chinese often served the